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The conclusion of the Kenbi Land Claim is a great victory for Larrakia; however, it needs to be stressed that there has never been such thing as a separate “Tommy Lyons Group” (the six claimants who were successful in the Kenbi claim). The group is no more than “a strategic decision of the Northern Land Council. This is what Ben Scambary wrote in 2007:
“In the second run of the Kenbi land claim before Justice Gray (1995–2000), the Northern Land Council (NLC) made a strategic decision to divide the claimant group into those descended patrilineally from apical ancestor Tommy Lyons, and the wider Larrakia, who claim their descent cognatically from nine Larrakia apical ancestors. This division fuelled intense contestation about membership of the group” (in “The Social Effects of Native Title: Recognition, Translation, Coexistence”, B R Smith & F Morphy, Eds, p.155)
During the prolonged Kenbi claim, the Tommy Lyons group sought separate representation. The land claim process, and laws based on outdated anthropology, drove a wedge between the Larrakia people. Land claim precedents in earlier claims made under the Land Rights Act suggest that the emphasis on patrilineal descent was not in keeping with Larrakia adapted laws and customs, and as such was unnecessary, divisive and contradictory. Meanwhile, a Larrakia genealogy made in 1973 lay hidden in the National Archives and has never been used by the NLC in Larrakia claims. 
